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	Questions/Main Ideas:

What is a memoir? 

















What is the purpose of a memoir?







What is the form of a memoir?








What are the features of a memoir?












How are memoirs different from autobiographies?

















What are some things you should do when writing a memoir?












	Notes:

· A memoir is a _____________ of important events based on the writer’s personal observation or knowledge. (Webster’s New World Dictionary, 1991, Prentice Hall)
· Memoir is a form of ___________________________________ writing dealing with the recollections of prominent people or people who have been a part of or have witnessed significant events. (adapted from Thrall, Hibbard and Holman, A Handbook to Literature, 1960, Odyssey)
· A memoir is a narrative account written by an individual that depicts ____________, _______________, or _________________ the individual has known or experienced. (adapted from Murfin and Ray, The Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary Terms, 2003, Bedford/St. Martin’s)


· To record ___________________________ and ______________________ for future reference or reflection
· To share achievements, influences, and incidents of a ________________________________________________


· A memoir is a form of _________________________________ usually focusing on a ______________________________ period in the author’s life and on well-known people the author knows.
· A memoir often focuses on a ______________________________________ in the author’s life

· A memoir is a narrative told in the _____________________________ person.
· Memoirs sometimes include strong characterization of a third party through detailed description of _________________________, __________________________, or physical attributes.
· Memoirs are often very ______________________________, with attention to details of __________________________ or ___________________________.
· Memoirs may be selected ____________________________ or ____________________________________, or _________________________ to a close friend or member of the family.

· Memoirs differ from autobiography as they are usually concerned with ___________________________ and _________________________ other than those of the writer, whereas autobiography puts a heavier stress on the inner and private life of the author.
· Memoirs combine the elements of ____________________________ and _________________________________________, but are different from them. 
· Memoirs tend to be far more __________________________ than biographies in that they focus on ____________________________ recollection. 
· Even though they are autobiographical in nature, memoirs differ from autobiographies because the accounts are personalized focusing more on what the author has _____________________________________ than on his or her own life and character.
 
· Tell a ____________________________ story
· Give _____________________________________
· Be specific! Give rich and vivid ____________________________.  
· Stay on ________________ and make your readers want to keep reading
· Don’t ___________________________ yourself! Also, long stories are boring... Only keep what is ____________________________________! 


	Provide a summary  of what you know about a memoir: 










